before such a programme is undertaken. The present study was undertaken primarily to estimate some genetic parameters on live and carcass measurements in one of the Egyptian local strains, namely Dandarawy, in order to determine certain recommendations to be used in a programme designed for improving this strain. Sharara (1974) indicated that the mean body weights in Dandarawy chickens were 419 and 636 g at 12 and 16 weeks of age, and that the body conformation in Dandarawy was better than in Fayoumi chickens at 12 and 16 weeks of age. Ricard (1980) In the paper of Kinney (1969) , the heritability estimates for shank and keel length ranged from 0.04 to 0.59 from the sire component of variance, whereas Merritt (1966) showed that heritabilities estimated from the sire component of variance were 0.43 and 0.35 respectively for males. Moreover, Ricard (1974) reported estimates of 0.62 and 0.64 for keel and shank length, respectively.
Estimates of phenotypic correlation of body weight and carcass quality at different ages were given by Martin et al. (1953) , Merritt (1966) and Ricard (1980) (Becker, 1975 (Falconer, 1981 (Table it of the 2 fullsibs for all the traits studied showed significant correlations for the majority of the traits, except those concerning the dressing and giblet percentages.
Discussion
The means of live body weight at 12 and 16 weeks of age were obviously lower than those well known in broilers at slaughtering time, as mentioned by Ricard (1980) . However, the shank and keel length and dressing percentages were near those of the meat type of fowl, but still lower than that type (Merritt, 1966; Ricard, 1980) . The difference between our result and results cited in the literature was attributed to the differences between our strain and the other foreign breeds and to the technique of evisceration which differs from one laboratory to another.
Heritability estimates (Table II) were quite high for weight and length measurements at 12 and 16 weeks of age. The estimates of heritability contained one-quarter of the additive genetic variance and various amounts of additive x additive and sex-linked variances (Merritt, 1966; Becker, 1975 Merritt (1966) , Kinney (1969) , Goodman (1973) and Ricard (1974) . Heritability estimates of the dressing and giblet percentages were lower than those for the other traits at 12 and 16 weeks of age. Similar results were reported by Muir and Goodman (1964) and Merritt (1966) . The heritability estimates of both dressing and giblet percentages in Dandarawy chickens were lower than those reported by Goodman (1973) and Ricard (1974 (Table II) of the 2 fullsibs were low, but statistically significant for body weight and body conformation traits at 12 and 16 weeks of age. Aman and Becker (1983) reached a similar conclusion. The correlations of both dressing and giblet percentages estimated from the 2 full-sibs were not significant. This result was in agreement with that mentioned by Goodman (1973) .
